irom a conviction unas ror every injury amenas snouia oe exacted by the infliction of a similar injury upon the offender. There was no assumption then of " free-will."
Eecent attempts have been made to seek the origin of justice in the region of resentment. Emotions, specifically Active, such as thirst for power, avidity, and the like, have, however, a greater claim to scientific estimation and appreciation.
If it ever happens that the just man is just even towards the person who has injured him (not merely cold, moderately reserved, and indifferent), and if, when attacked by personal insult, derision and slander, the lofty, clear, mild, and far-seeing objectivity of the just and judging eye is not dimmed, it will be a sign of perfection and of the highest mastery on earth. But prudence tells us neither to believe nor expect this too readily. Among average men even a small injury will suffice to disturb their equanimity. The man who commits the aggression or transgression is nearer to justice than the man who resents it. He has no false estimation of his object, and bravely and calmly commits the deed. The man of resentment must be held responsible for the invention of the "Bad Conscience." The execution of law and the requirements of law are the imperatives of the aggressive men, who thus try to end the blind fury of resentment by diverting it into other channels. It is therefore after the law has once become established that Bight and Wrong exist; not, as Duhring argues, after the act of violation has been done. To speak of right and wrong as self-existent is meaningless. Life in its fundamental functions works injury, violation, exploitation, and destruction, and cannot even be conceived as doing otherwise.
The origin and the purpose of punishment should be kept apart as two separate problems. Moral genealogists find that the purposes of condemnation are those of vengeance and determent, and think that they have finally settled the question. But the purpose of law can be used least of all for a history of the origin of law. The owse or the origin